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French discussion is worthy of the merits of the language. But in
the reconstruction of Europe, the role of France as the greatest and
most typical victim of Hitler will make French discussions and
French solutions objects of passionate interest to the other victims,
German, for obvious psychological reasons, will not be to the taste
of the victims of Germany. And, more important, the German
internal problem will absorb the energies of the German people.
Their examination of conscience and, we must hope, repentance,
will be of the greatest importance to Europe, but the German
problem is a thing apart. Nor can we expect Europe to use Italian
for its common tongue. Europe is, in fact, as likely to use English
(in its American version) as any language. But even if this is so,
there are enough experiences common to all the invaded countries
, and not shared by us or by the Americans, to make the Dutch or
the Norwegians watch, with a sympathetic understanding, the
French experiments. In the general and (apart from oral command
of the language) efficient teaching of French in this country, we
have an admirable common instrument of education, of great
immediate political value and of permanent cultural value. To
disrupt this existing, efficient and valuable educational system will
be easy. But it will be much easier to lower the standard of French
than to replace it by other modern languages, taught as well and,
in themselves, as rewarding.